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Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to 
elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-15 and 31-43, drawn to a color image-forming method 
comprising the steps of image-wise exposure of a specific light-sensitive material cut 
into sheets, and subjecting said exposed light-sensitive material to photographic 
processing by means of a pair of conveying rollers having a specific sheet conveying 
speed. 

Group II, claim(s) 16-30 and 44-58, drawn to a color image-forming method 
comprising the steps of subjecting a specific light-sensitive material, different from that 
in Group I, to a scanning exposure at a specified scan conveying speed followed by 
conducting color-forming photographic processing on said material. 

2. The inventions listed as Groups I do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: each of the color 
image-forming methods is distinct, characterized by distinct processing conditions. 

3. During a telephone conversation with MaryAnn Armstrong on 15 June 2007 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, 
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claims 1-15 and 31-43. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in 
replying to this Office action. Claims 16-30 and 44-58 are withdrawn from further 
consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected 
invention. 

4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-15 and 31-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Yoshida (U.S. Patent No. 6,569,610). 

Yoshida discloses a silver halide color photographic light-sensitive material and 
corresponding color image-forming method, said silver halide color photographic light- 
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sensitive material comprising a support having thereon photographic constituent layers 
including at least one blue-sensitive silver halide emulsion layer containing a yellow 
dye-forming coupler, at least one green-sensitive silver halide emulsion layer containing 
a magenta dye-forming coupler, and at least one red-sensitive silver halide emulsion 
layer containing a cyan dye-forming coupler, and at least one light-insensitive 
hydrophilic colloid layer, characterized in that: 

said method comprises the steps of image-wise exposing said material and 
subjecting said exposed material to processing including a color development process, 
a bleach-fix process, a rinsing process and a drying process, while said exposed light- 
sensitive material is processed by means of conveying rollers having a sheet conveying 
speed of 40-80 mm/sec; AND 

said silver halide color photographic light-sensitive material contains a 
component inclusive of the instant formula (II). 

7. Claims 1-15 and 31-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by either Ohshima et al. (U.S. Patent No. 7,150,962) or Ohshima et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6,949,334). 

Each of the Ohshima patents discloses a discloses a silver halide color 
photographic light-sensitive material and corresponding color image-forming method, 
said silver halide color photographic light-sensitive material comprising a support having 
thereon photographic constituent layers including at least one blue-sensitive silver 
halide emulsion layer containing a yellow dye-forming coupler, at least one green- 
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sensitive silver halide emulsion layer containing a magenta dye-forming coupler, and at 
least one red-sensitive silver halide emulsion layer containing a cyan dye-forming 
coupler, and at least one light-insensitive hydrophilic colloid layer, characterized in that: 

said method comprises the steps of image-wise exposing said material and 
subjecting said exposed material to processing including a color development process, 
a bleach-fix process, a rinsing process and a drying process, while said exposed light- 
sensitive material is processed by means of conveying rollers having a sheet conveying 
speed of 40-80 mm/sec; AND 

said silver halide color photographic light-sensitive material contains a component 
inclusive of the instant formula (II). 

The applied reference has a common inventor/assignee with the instant 
application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this 
application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Geraldina Visconti whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1334. The examiner can normally be reached 8:00am to 4:30pm. Q&^^^j^^ 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cynthia Kelly can be reached on (571 ) 272-1526. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gdv. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



